
Optimistic Optimist Club Challenge 

Members, sponsors and Happy/Grateful to be an Optimist member Spring event 5/1/21. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Claire Young, Sponsor – John Young, Charter Member 

Joined because my husband was the club sponsor… Really had no choice! 

Wonderful friendships and memories over 28 years. 

Ruth Larson, Sponsor – Claire Young 

Les loved Monaco South and I’d been to several events that included   

spouses. So, getting to know the women to TOC seemed natural. The         

interests of the club involved working with projects I value. 

Abigail Nicholas, Sponsor – Kathy Sullivan 

 My husband introduced me to the Optimist club. He told me all 

 the great things that Optimists do in their communities. After 

 hearing about all of this and meeting several Optimists, my 

 interest was over the top to join a club. I now belong  

 to 3 clubs. 

Dee Carsten, Sponsor – Judy Hein 

Great group of caring and supportive ladies. 

Toni Willhite, Sponsor – Dee Carsten 

Dee Carsten is my wonderful sponsor and I’m ever     

loving the club.  

Sherry Pearn, Sponsor – Sheryl Overton, Sponsored- Nancy O’Brien 

 I love the sisterhood of Tamarac Optimist 

Sheryl Overton, Sponsor – John Young, Charter Member, Sponsored Sherry 

Pearn 

Love having so many wonderful friends who are Optimists. 

Leah  Kushner  

I'm appreciative to be in such an incredible volunteering club where 
everyone simply enjoys volunteering for-our-community-youth projects. 
in my opinion, all of our Tamarac Club ladies seem "optimistic".  I 
think this is important, and yet, another reason why we continue being 
a club of excellence. 

Nancy O’Brien, Sponsor – Sherry Pearn 

I’ve known and worked with Sherry for many years. She has always raved 

about the Tamarac Optimist Club, so when I retired, she encouraged me to 

joing. Am SO glad I did !! Great service organization and Fantastic  women. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hattie McGuire, Sponsor – Janette Thompson 

I was looking for a service group. 

Pat Dutton, Sponsor – John Young – Charter Member 

 Sponsored – Sandi Chamberlin, Verlee Greene 

I am a charter member with 11 other gals. We wanted our own “ladies    

group” to do service projects. Most of our husbands were in the Men’s   

Optimist Group. 

Barb Althouse, Sponsor – Jeannette Thompson, Sponsored – Jan White 

 Thankful for the projects, for the students and the many friendships 

from a unique group of women. 

Jan White, Sponsor – Barb Althouse 

 Grateful to be involved with so many caring and cheerful women.  

Joyce Thomson, Sponsor – Kathy Rife 

     Couples golf group with Monaco South Men. Kathy was a salesperson – I      

was retiring and wanted to give back to the community. I had retired and 

was looking for volunteer opportunity. 

Jenny Spampinato, Sponsor – JoAnn Gagnet 

 I knew Joyce Thomson through Know Brainer and thought she was  great. 

 JoAnn was always talking about all the fun she had with TOC. So, I told 

 her as soon as I retire, I’m Joining! 

Jeanette Thompson, Sponsor – Cindy Eley,  Sponsored – Hattie McGuire, 

 Barb Althouse, Jan White 

Linda Williams, Sponsor – Jenny Spampinato 

 I appreciate getting to know so many exceptional 

women. 

Marilyn Bower, Sponsor – Kathy Eckhardt 

I joined for the opportunity to volunteer in the community to 

do volunteer and meet many new friends. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sandi Chamberlin, Sponsor – Pat Dutton – Charter Member 

 Pat and I met in a van travelling across Africa! She told me about all 

 the wonderful activities that Optimists participate in. I was thrilled 

 when she invited me.  

Joyce Laman, Sponsor – Claire Young 

I love our Optimist Club and the members; the friendships are 

wonderful and I have missed seeing everyone. Love the projects 

with children. 

Beda Collins, Sponsor – Claire Young 

Claire tried for a few years to get me to join and I just didn’t like the 

early meeting time. BUT Kathy Rife came along and asked too…and I 

finally said yes. I love our club and are so proud of what all we do!! 

Friends of the Youth – what an appropriate motto. They need our 

help and service. 

Lois Jean Galloway, Sponsor – Claire Young 

It was a joy to meet so many caring women and get to participate in so 

many worthwhile projects for children. 

 

Nadou Lawson, Sponsor – Claire Young - Charter Member 

I am happy to be in the Tamarac Optimist Club because all the ladies 

care about me. 

Loretta Blessinger, Sponsor – Claire Young 

 I am happy to be in the Tamarac Optimist club because it gives mean 

opportunity to be of service to the community without having to plan 

it on my own. 

Verlee Greene, Sponsor – Pat Dutton 

I joined because I love working with children since I am a former 

teacher, and this is a great bunch of women. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joy Criminger, Sponsor – Jan Collier 

I knew I was joining an elite group of energetic women. 

Nancy DeNiro, Sponsor – Joy Criminger 

Gave me a new direction in retirement. Volunteering, 

Kids, New & lasting friendships, MORE Friendships!! 

Marilyn Hodges, Sponsor – Joy Crimminger 

It opened up the world for knowledge even wider than 

before and I met many interesting people. 

Bonnie West, Sponsor – Nancy Kennedy 

The delightful interactions, joy and optimism displayed by members 

at meetings. Also loved the interesting speakers. 

Mary Gelb, Sponsor – Nancy Kennedy 

I am so happy to know so many wonderful, community-minded 

women! 

Wilene Lambert, Sponsor – Jackie Howland 

 I was pleased to have opportunity to do volunteer community service 

in al all-women club. 

Diane Zitek, (found club through local advertising) 

 I moved to Colorado 10 years ago and quickly discovered the Optimist 

 Club. It was a wonderful way to find 90 new friends and contribute to 

 the community at the same time. 

Karen Gutjar, Sponsor – Nadou Lawson 

It’s a great way to meet wonderful women who help people in 

the community. 

Nancy Kennedy, Sponsor – Sally Evans 

I heard about the Tamarac Optimist Club from Sally Evans and Cindy Eley early on when our kids 

were in first or second grade and I was involved in the PTO. I kept hearing about the club over the 

years but could not attend the early meetings while working full time. My daughter was one of the 

first recipients of the Super Citizen Award from Monaco South Optimists at Cheltenham Elemen-

tary and I heard more about the Optimist organization. When I was laid off in 2010, I finally had an 

opportunity to look at this organization closely as something to do. When I started coming to the 

meetings, I was immediately welcomed and encouraged to be involved and joined the club. This 

organization is the most wonderful group I have ever been involved. I love the women in this 

group, the support they give me and my schedule, what the organization stands for and the work 

we do in the community. I love everything about this group of amazing women who are such an 

important part of my life. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sally Evans, Sponsor – Cindy Eley 

 Cindy Eley sponsored me and I sponsored Nancy Kennedy  

and Jackie Howland. I am a 21 year member. I had retired from  

teaching and the fact that the Optimist Club is a Friend of Youth.  

I have enjoyed the friendship and variety of ladies. The activities  

offer a variety of choices. I enjoy the creed and make it personal  

to me. I am grateful for love, joy and wonderful services given to  

others. 

Jackie Howland, Sponsor – Sally Evans 

 I liked the idea joining a bunch of women who wanted to work together for the betterment 

of kids in the community, and I’ve been in this club for many years now. I’ve enjoyed being with this 

group. We’ve done wonderful things in the community for so-o-o many kids and we’ve had a  

wonderful time doing them. 

Cindy Eley, Sponsor – Janna Hugo. Charter Member 

 To tell the truth, I didn’t know anything about Optimist Clubs, but I joined because it gave 

me an excuse to have my husband get our kids off to school one day a week while I got to be with 

other women at the Optimist meetings. So I joined for the breakfasts, but I stayed for the        

friendships, the service to the community, and the Optimistic way of life. 

Claire Merrill, Sponsor – Joyce Thomson 

 I originally joined in 2010 and at that time Ann Snipe was my sponsor  

 then. I left the club in 2014 because of work. Nancy Kennedy was the one  

 that encourage me often to come back to the club after I retired in 2019.  

 Nancy is a great spokesperson for the Optimists. Joyce Thomson  

 mentored me when I rejoined and got me involved with Brain Bowl right  

 away. She helped introduce me to other members when she had coffee  

 and tea at her house. The club has so many activities that allows a member to find  

 their areas of interest. 

Jan Dubrick, Sponsor – Claire Merrill 

 I was happy to be asked to join such a happy group of women who truly enjoy helping 

 others and especially helping children. 

Judith M. Barrow, Sponsor – Dee Carston 

I am happy to be an Optimist because of the wonderful women I met in the 

Tamarac Optimist Club. We do so much for children and the community that 

is what brings me the most joy. 

Donna Lynch, Sponsor – Judy Hein 

 I have enjoyed being a member because of the things we do in the   

community and the ladies are so nice. Looking forward to when we get     

together again. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kathy Sullivan, Sponsor – Karla Diamond.  

Tamarac gave me the chance to make new friends. Many of the ladies I  

 Knew  from TJ. I enjoy doing Community Service. My intro to Optimists was a  

 Monaco South Holiday Party. 

Carol West, Sponsor – Kathy Sullivan 

After 22 years living and working in 8 different countries, upon the almost  

 “end” of oversees, joining TOC (Tamarac Optimist Club) seemed logical.  

 It would and did provide me with a local contact with people. Good people  

 were and ARE great to be around. 

Carolyn Bamford, Sponsor – Nancy Stevens 

Nancy Stevens was my sponsor. She volunteered in my classroom through 

the Optimist Club for 9 years…such an asset to our classroom family! We 

just fit together teasing each other unmercifully in front of kids. Man – do 

we have stories! Her payback by her volunteering all these years was to 

join the club full price instead of being a FOO (Friend of Optimists). After 

only a few meetings I found my new sisterhood with its mission similar to 

mine. Little did I know that I’d find my soulmates of a women’s club. 

Norma Kincaid, Sponsor - Carolyn Bamford  It has been a wonderful experience, 

hope to get more involved. 

Not Pictured 
 
Karen Somes, Sponsor – Claire Young 

So happy to be able to be involved with such a great group of gals! 

Marilyn Mehlman, Sponsor – Karen Somes and Judy Reed 
Grateful to have met so many inspiring women. 

Shermalee Eikermann, Sponsor – Sandy Middleton 

 I knew when I joined this group there were the most amazing ladies I’d 

ever met. They have continued to be great friends and I’m blessed to be 

a part of this organization. 

Charlene St John, Sponsor – Ruthie Horton 

I had volunteered in a care center for 20 years. Ruth asked me to join, 

and I was anxious to volunteer for the younger generation. However, I 

did continue with The elderly for a total of 30 years. 

Judy Reed, Sponsor – JoAnn Gagnet and Nancy Stevens 

 I love the Tamarac Optimists because of the great work they do with 

 youth. I enjoy the activities and helping with Tri-Star basketball, reading 

 with the kids and other activities. I also enjoy the great social activities and 

 the super fun ladies. It has really been fulfilling. 


